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Our VISION is 
“to be a Christ-centered          

community who          
welcomes all, grows in 
faith, and reaches out    

in love.” 
     

Our MISSION is “to     
follow Christ into our 
community and world 

manifesting with caring 
hearts and helping hands 

the good news of the 
Kingdom of God.” 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Grace Lutheran is a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation, welcoming gay and les-
bian believers to become members and to share in the sacramental and general life 
of this congregation. We affirm that we welcome all persons regardless of race, 
gender, sexual orientation, age or national origin. 

Many of the summer’s biblical texts relate to 
sharing food and hospitality with brothers and 
sisters in need of physical or social support. 
Regularly Jesus shares a meal with the people 
he meets. Justice is a recurring theme too: It is 
a right of people to have enough to eat. “Taste 
and see that the Lord is good.”  

Sharon Thornberry, member of the na-
tional board of Bread for the World, will 
speak at Grace during the Education 
Hour, on June 6. The Maker’s Bakers 
To Fight Hunger hopes to start a 
monthly Offering of Letters to advocate 
for actions that fight hunger.  

According to the Associated Press, Oregon is now at an all-time 
high in the number and percentage of families receiving food 
stamps to counter food insufficiency. Nearly one family in five 
has inadequate food to get through the month. Grace is helping 
to meet that challenge. 
 
Food stamps buy basic foodstuffs, but they do not provide toi-
letries that people need to be clean and healthy. The South 
Corvallis Food Bank has asked us to collect items to assist 
families with these essential needs. We plan to share with the 
other three local food distributions sites, as well. In addition to 
what folks are already bringing to help St. Mary’s Food Bank, 
please share the following: 
    June – diapers (variety of sizes) 
   July   – laundry detergent (small boxes) and hand dishwash- 
               ing detergent                       (Continued on page 6) 
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Luther House Office and Hospitality Coordinator 
The position of Office and Hospitality Coordinator for Lutheran Campus Ministry at 
Oregon State University is now posted for prospective applicants. This part-time job 
(20 hours weekly, 36 weeks per year) will begin in middle to late September, with ap-
plications being received between June 1 and July 15. For a complete job description 
and application please contact Luther House board chair-elect, Bob Hibbs, at 
hibbs0033@comcast.net or Luther House at info@luther-house.org (541.753.5213). 
 

Tuesday Bible Study   
What is it that we do every Tuesday afternoon in the Fireside Room from 1-2:30 pm? 
We read; we talk; we share stories; we laugh; we drink coffee (and sometimes eat). 
Most importantly, however, we work on becoming more fluent in the first language of 
our faith, the language of scripture. The specific scripture which is currently shaping 
our faith is the gospel of Luke – the featured gospel of our current lectionary cycle. 
That’s a fancy way of saying that the gospel we most often read from on Sunday morn-
ing, during this church year is the gospel of Luke. So, join us and get in on both the 
learning and the laughter! 
 

Interfaith Farm and Food 
Once again, Interfaith Farm and Food is offering free/reduced cost cooking classes to 
low-income families and individuals. These classes have been very popular, and in the 
past they focused on teaching participants a variety of techniques to stretch the food 
dollar utilizing local produce, lower-fat meats and bulk grains and beans.  This year we 
will focus on stretching the harvest by canning, drying and freezing.  
 
This three class series is held on Saturdays June 19, July 24 and August 24 from  
3-6 pm. All classes are held at the First United Methodist Church at 11th and Mon-
roe.  There is a suggested donation of $1-$7 per class.  Pre-registration recom-
mended.  Please let us know if you need child care.  Contact: Rebecka Weinsteiger: 
rweinsteiger@emoregon.org  or 541.231.1907. 
 

Safety Policy Implementation Meeting Report  
· The meeting took place on April 20, 2010 from 5:30-7:30 pm in the 

Fireside Room. 
· The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and begin the implementa-

tion of the policy, Keeping Youth and Adults Safe: Policies for the Well
-Being of all Participants at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, ap-
proved by the Grace Church Council on December 14, 2009. 

· Marilyn Lesmeister, member of Grace and consultant to the Personnel 
Committee, whose professional career includes many years of work-
ing with organizations in the area of risk management, worked with Pr. 
Netsie to plan and lead the meeting. 

· Of the 22 staff and volunteers whose ministry relates in some way to 
our children, youth and vulnerable adults, 17 were able to attend. 

· An additional session will be planned in the future for those not able to 
be present. 

· Aspects of the document were highlighted as well as forms related to 
it. 

· Participants filled out consent forms for background checks. 
· Much work still needs to be done in the areas of 1) processing all the 

aspects and implications of the document; 2) administrating informa-
tion gathered; and 3) developing orientation materials for future staff 
and volunteers. 

Community of Grace 

Family of Phyllis 
“Billie” Simonson 

 
 Family of              

Betty Hartman 
 

 Donna Blus and her 
family on the death of 

her father 
 

 Trudy Jacob 
 

Adele & Hans  
Neukomm 

 
Vern & Marlene  

Johnson 
 

 Karen Henchell       
recovering from     

brain surgery 
 

 Donna Hansen  
recovering from  

knee surgery  
 

 Peggy Worl  
 

 Ursula Bechert  
bicycling accident 
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Community of Grace 

Women’s luncheon 
Next 2nd Thursday  
June 10th at 11:45 

at Gathering Together 
Farms 

Meet at the church at 
11:15 to carpool 

there, please call the 
office to RSVP by 
Monday, June 7 . 

 
 

Next 4th Tuesday 
Women’s luncheon : 
June 22nd at 11:45 

New Morning Bakery 

· Following the meeting, a proposal was put together by the pastors in 
collaboration with Marilyn to be presented to Grace Foundation for 
funding the costs of contracting with the company which will give us 
the ability to proceed with background checks electronically directly 
from the church office and continue with ongoing checks as needed. 

· At their April meeting the Grace Foundation approved providing $500 
for the implementation and ongoing costs of providing background 
checks for this year. 

The new system will be set up and put in place in the very near future 
 

Grace Explores Possibilities for Future Mission Tri ps 
Global Missions is part of Grace’s Outreach Ministries and supports missions through 
organizations like Lutheran World Relief and the ELCA Hunger Appeal, as well as ac-
tively involving members in mission trips. Ursula Bechert and Stephen Dietrich are cur-
rently conducting a survey (enclosed) to assess interest in mission trips. Please fill out 
the one-page survey and let them know about your interests! If you have any ques-
tions, send an email to Stephen at stephendietrich@comcast.net.  
 

FREE 30 minute online  course on food insecurity   
I just completed a FREE 30 minute online  course on food insecurity  in Oregon and 
its impact on families, especially children. Completing the course is a quick and fun 
way to gain some accurate information about this important issue. Very informative and 
attractive graphics. It is very relevant related to our Food bowl mission.  This course  
was developed by OSU Extension , OSU E-Campus, OHSU, the Oregon Food Bank, 
and Oregon Hunger Task Force. Over 600 Oregon health providers have completed 
the course according to the Oregon Food Bank.  
 
I think you personally will find the info relevant. When you complete the course and 
short exam, you can print out a certificate as evidence of your completion 
Please access the course at: http://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/hunger 

Sharon Rosenkoetter, Ph.D. 
 

Gentlepersons 
Thanks to each and every one of you who helped/provided food at/for the Corvallis 
Day-Drop-In Center April 5-9 and 12-16, 2010.  Serving gives all of us something else 
to be thankful for and that is our personal good fortune.  Whatever personal problems 
we might have, they seem to pale in comparison to the very rough lives experienced by 
the folks we have served.  The people we serve don’t always express or know how to 
express their gratitude, but they are all very thankful for the Center.  Thanks also to 
those folks that are more nearly full time advocates for the community served, to those 
who assist at other times, to businesses in town that are supportive, for a friendly and 
helpful Village, and to First Christian Church who allows the use of their facility.  May 
times get better, health be restored, employment improved, hope uplifted for those in 
the needy community that we serve. 
Until next time, possibly at the women’s winter shelter or men’s winter shelter as well. 

See you in Church. 
Ron Walsh 

 

Attention Seniors and disabled : Need a helping hand? Call Volunteer 
Interfaith Caregivers at 541-757-0980. Brochures are available at church office. 
 
 

Church Picnic 
June 6 at 12:30 pm @ 
Walnut Park, MLK Park 
Shelter. 
This is a picnic for every-
one in the church and 
your friends!  We will be 
honoring our dedicated 
volunteers, and the 
church council will be 
providing the delicious 
food. 
Please come celebrate 
with us! 
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Tree of Life—A Gathering Place 

 
 JUNE 2 at 12:00 
- bring a lunch - 
Fireside Room 

 
Paid and unpaid staff will 
meet at the request of 
staff members. Agenda 
topics for discussion 
should be left at the of-
fice with Cindy at 541-
757-1600 or  
office@ 
grace97330.org 

  
Staff meetings occur 
monthly on the first 
Wednesday of the 
month at noon.  

Contact                
Information: 

Pastor Netsie     
Griffith 

Phone:                
541-223-3455 
         
E-mail: netsie  
@grace97330.org 

Address:           
3745 Hilltop Drive 
Corvallis OR 97333  

NEW DAY! 

“On either side of the river is the tree of life . . . and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 
the nations.”  --Revelation 22:2 
 
One reason I like living in Oregon is that I like trees, and Oregon has lots of trees. As I 
write this article many trees whose branches have been bare all winter have just 
leafed out. By the time you are reading this article they will all be leafed out. Ever 
since I was a child, this miracle of spring fills me with amazement and gratitude. 
Something that appears dead is invisibly holding life within it.  
  

Beneath the tree of life – Here we raise the saving cross of Jesus,  
Singing praise to him who leads us on from death into new life.   
 

So it is that trees are a powerful reminder of God’s ability to summon life 
from within in spite of what appears to be lifeless. God does this in our 
lives. God does this in the life of the church. Is it not miraculous?   
 
We move from spring into summer. The green of leaves deepen. Leaves 
provide shade. Leaves provide shelter. Leaves lead us to seek rest in the 
shelter and shade of the tree which holds them. 
 

Here beneath the branches of your mercy, we invoke your name,            
remember how your love has set us free. 
 

So it is in summer that we are drawn to the green of parks and gather be-
neath trees for picnics, for reading, for shooting the breeze, for 
playing outdoor games, for walking and breathing in the tree fil-
tered air. It frees us, if only momentarily, from the anxious spaces 
of our lives. Here is yet another vehicle of divine mercy leading 
us to look beyond the creation to the Creator.   
 
Religion professor, Gail Ramshaw, reminds us that . . . 
 

For the church, the tree remains also an image of the com-
munity of the faithful. Believers are united in support of one 
another, without which none of us will bear our fruits. The 
sap is shared in common. As one, nurtured by the Spirit, 
we help to heal the nations. 

 
So, with this powerful image informing and inspiring us, we gather for wor-
ship this summer. Come. In the lyrical verse of Marty Haugen and Susan 
Briehl, 

 
Come and gather beneath the tree of life.                                                        
Come and gather beneath the tree of life;                                                            
Root of wisdom, branch of peace, fruit of healing and release.                        
Come and gather beneath the tree of life. 
 

Come so that you might bear fruit. Come so that you might participate in 
the healing of the nations. Come! 
 

Gathered by the Spirit with you, 
Pr. Netsie 

  Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl, Beneath the Tree of Life from the Tree of Life Setting of Holy 
Communion (Chicago: GIA Publications, Inc., 2007). 

 Ibid. 
 Gail Ramshaw, Treasures Old and New: Images in the Lectionary (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 

2002) 400. 
 Haugen and Briehl, Beneath the Tree of Life. 
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Who do our children look up to? It is a question I have been asking myself recently. 
With Beaver football players appearing in court for taking a golf cart, (was it stealing or 
just joyriding?) with boy scouters being accused of sexual misconduct, with religious 
leaders, in Europe, this time, being accused of the same, not to mention the history in 
our own country, who will they look to with trust and respect. 
 
Role models, coaches, youth leaders, parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles are in 
fact the folks that children look to for cues on how to act and behave. Not too long ago 
a little league coach taught his team to feign an injury in order to take advantage of the 
other team. Drivers education instructors tell us that teens who take risks while driving 
are often copying the driving patterns of their parents and family members who drive.  
 
Who have you taught to do something? Did you use your best ethics or did you bend 
the rules? Who’s been watching you while you text and drive? When was the last time 
you ran a yellow light?  
 
One of the favorite sayings of my family was, “little pictures have big ears.” I was one 
of those little pictures who as a child overheard many conversations and watched lots 
of actions of adults that taught me many things, things more caught than taught. Those 
who are younger often look to those who are older for their cues on where the bounda-
ries lie. What will our youngsters see from us as we interact in our daily lives. 
 
How will the children of our congregation see us as we interact with them (or not inter-
act with them, as the case may be) on Sundays and other times when they are here 
with us. Do we talk to them, greet them, take an interest in them? Do they see us at 
our best or at our worst? Little pictures do have big ears, and eyes and capacities to 
copy. What is the legacy we will leave to them? Who will be following our lead? And is 
it worthy of emulation?  
 

Pastor Wendell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taizé Prayer Service                                                                                  
The Taizé Prayer Service will be held at 7:00 on Sunday evening, June 6, at The 
Church of the Good Samaritan on the corner of 35th and Harrison. Everyone is wel-
come!  
 
This ecumenical service includes meditative singing, short readings and a quiet time 
for corporate and private prayer. Future services will be held on the first Sunday of the 
month through June and are led by the Corvallis Taizé Ensemble. 

Focus 

Contact                
Information: 

Pastor Wendell 
Hendershott   

Phone:                
541-223-3503  
 
E-mail: wendell 
@grace97330.org 

Address:           
3745 Hilltop Drive 
Corvallis OR 97333 

Pastor’s Days Off: 
 

Pastor Wendell’s Day Off – 
Tuesday 

 
Pastor Netsie’s Day Off – 

Thursday 
 

Pastors’ Joint Day Off – 
Friday  
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A unique and fascinating blend of handbells and piano will resound at a Ring Praise Concert on Monday, June 21, 
2010, at 7:00 pm at Grace Lutheran. Woven with sacred music and scripture, Phyllis Tincher, handbell soloist and 
Sean Rogers, pianist and organist, will touch your hearts and ears with a wide variety of music praising God.  
 
Through contemporary praise songs, hymns and reflective 
pieces, they tell of the saving love of Jesus. In addition to accom-
panying, Sean will also play a few piano solos. Phyllis rings three 
octaves of handbells and mixes in two octaves of handchimes. 
 
During the concert, the audience will also have an opportunity to 
ring handbells as everyone sings. No music experience is 
needed – young and old enjoy this portion of the program. An 
offering will be taken to help with their expense. 
 
Phyllis and Sean have made three CDs together which will also 
be available at the concert. Ring Praise and Ring Praise2 are 
collections of their music. Come to the Manger celebrates Christ-
mas. The cost of each CD is $15 and all proceeds help fund the 
Ring Praise Music Ministry. Sean will also have two CDs avail-
able. I Will Be with Thee is a collection of original compositions 
and sacred music arrangements. Moonlight Serenade is an ar-
rangement of popular tunes played on the theatre organ. Both 
cost $15 and proceeds help Sean fund his ministries. 
 
Phyllis Tincher has been solo ringing since 1997 and directs two 
handbell choirs at First United Presbyterian Church in Nampa, 
ID. She has served as guest conductor at festivals, and taught many hand bell classes at handbell conferences 
and workshops. She is very active in the Northwest area of the American Guild of Handbell Ringers and served as 
chair for the area in 2000-2002. Phyllis enjoys using her musical talent in service to God and hopes her programs 
help the listeners focus on and praise God.  
 
Sean Rogers is Minister of Music at Nampa First United Presbyterian Church and Professor of Choral Studies and 
Opera at the College of Idaho, Caldwell. He also works as a music coach and accompanist for opera singers and 
instrumentalists, and teaches piano and theatre organ. He performs as a soloist and accompanist for all styles of 
piano and organ from Jazz to classical. Sean has been involved in ministering through music since the age of 
eight. Mr. Rogers holds four Bachelor Degrees from the College of Idaho in Religion, Sacred Music, Organ per-
formance and Piano Performance.  
 

Bread Bowl    (Continued from page 1) 
            August – women’s cosmetic and hygiene products (all types) 
            September – men’s cosmetic and hygiene products (all types) 
            October – soaps 

November -- diapers  
A wash tub (thanks, Koenigs!) has been placed to receive your monthly contributions. Aim for the second Sunday, 
but earlier or later is OK too. 
 

Habitat for Humanity   
Habitat for Humanity consists of volunteers building houses for working people in poverty who need lodging for 
themselves and their families. Each summer a group of volunteers from around the US comes to Benton County 
to assist with the building of a house. Fourteen individuals will spend June 20-26 working on the Habitat house in 
Philomath. Grace Lutheran Church will provide lunches for the volunteers Monday through Wednesday and 
Thursday through Saturday at the building site. We will also host a potluck dinner and program for the out of town 
guests on Friday, June 25.                 (Continued on page 7) 

Ring Praise Handbells  
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Luther House 

Luther House Earth Week Challenge – Generosity Abou nding! 
Sunday April 25, nearly 60 people participated in 8 outdoor activities and more than 80 came for a buffet supper 
and silent auction in support of the 2010 Luther House Earth Week Challenge. We're pleased to report that we 
had an awesome day -- beautiful weather, much enthusiasm, delicious food, and a generous outpouring of sup-
port (over $8,200 and counting!) to help underwrite our outreach to students, faculty and university staff. Thank 
you for all you did to promote and support this event. On behalf of all who benefit from this ministry on campus, 
our grateful thanks. 
 
From all of us at Luther House to all Grace members who helped make the 2010 Luther House Earth Week Chal-
lenge a huge success, thank you so much. We gratefully acknowledge the use of Ronnenkamp Hall, the cooking 
skills of the Five Graces (Kathy Scroggins, Molly Hallgrimson, Bobbie Kelly, Myrta Dill, and Millie Castellano), and 
all who led or participated in the day's activities. Nearly $9,000 was raised in support of Lutheran Campus Ministry 
at OSU and LBCC. We are grateful for the long partnership between Grace and Luther House. Together we are 
stronger in ministry. Thanks for your generosity! 
            Pr. Jim Norlie 

Thank You Grace Lutheran Youth 
Thanks are also due to the Grace Lutheran youth who contributed more than $700 of their Easter Breakfast earn-
ings to the "Hungry Students of Luther House" fund. What an awesome gift and huge surprise! Thank you thank 
you thank you. 
 

Brenda Seehafer Retiring; Pastor Jim on Sabbatical;  New Council Forms 
As of June 15, Brenda Seehafer will leave her post as ministry associate of Luther House, a role she has served 
faithfully and generously since 2004.  Our deep appreciation goes out to her for her enthusiasm, hospitality, good 
cooking, and careful stewardship of Luther House resources. We wish her well in whatever ventures await her in 
her new home of Woodburn. God bless you, Brenda! 
 
July and August, Pr. Jim will be on sabbatical leave. During that time only limited office hours will be observed. If 
needs arise that must be addressed this summer, you're asked to contact a Luther House board member: 
 
Bob Hibbs (president), Good Shepherd, Albany; Karelia Stetz-Waters (secretary), LBCC, Albany; Nancy Clough 
(treasurer), Faith, Junction City; Art Bervin, Grace, Corvallis; Matt Weeber, Grace, Corvallis; Netsie Griffith, Grace, 
Corvallis; Dawn Gregg, Faith, Albany; Joy Jorgensen, Our Saviour, Lebanon; Gary Ruppert, Good Shepherd, Al-
bany 
 
 
 
 
 

Bread Bowl    (Continued from page 6) 
 

Kiva Investments in Third World Entrepreneurs 
Nineteen people met on May 16 to explore how individuals or a Grace group might 
contribute to economic development in the Third World. Individuals will explore the 
Kiva website (http://www.kiva.org) and perhaps sample invest.  The group will meet 
again on June 27 at 9 in a “Kiva Corner” to discuss next steps. See Gordon Matzke 
for additional information.  
 

Bread Bowl Anti-Hunger Actions 
We’re now past 500! Keep those orange sheets coming. 
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June Birthdays 

Did we miss your 
birthday? If we did, 

we apologize! 
Please call the 

church office at 541-
757-1600 and let us 
know. We might not 

know when your 
birthday is! 

06/01 Chaffin, Glenn 

06/01 Loe, Rita 

06/03 Levien, Quincy 

06/04 Meyer, Vicki 

06/04 Winkler, Sally 

06/04 Loe, Regan 

06/04 Sparks, Sophia 

06/05 Winkler, Bill 

06/05 Daeschel, Devin 

06/05 Saathoff, Mikaila 

06/06 Anderson, Alice 

06/07 Stadsvold, Cynara 

06/07 Smith, Kyle 

06/08 Matzke, Mary 

06/09 Macal, Tanner 

06/11 Kirsch, Wendy 

06/12 Zeller, David 

06/14 Davis, Frank 

06/15 Anderson, Debra 

06/15 Koenig, Heather 

06/17 Warloe, Anna 

06/20 Warloe, Bjorn 

06/21 Pentila, Anne 

06/21 Hult, John 

06/22 Brauner, Kevin 

06/24 Graham, Justin 

06/25 Risen, Linda 

06/25 Simas, Karol 

06/25 Cardinali, Denise 

06/26 Byers, Janis 

06/26 Beilby, Molly 

06/27 Daeschel, Lea 

06/28 Baker, Rocky 

06/29 Rosenkoetter, Larry 

06/29 Holcomb, Heather 

06/29 Ervin, Callie 

06/30 Gelser, Peter 

06/30 Schwartz, Alexandra 

06/30 Trujillo, Kristina 

June Special Days 
 

Some of the special days       
celebrated in June are: 

    * Church Picnic — June 6 
    * Flag Day —  June 14 
    * Father's Day —  June 20 
    * Summer Begins —  June 21 
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As you know, Grace will be holding one worship ser-
vice at 10:00 each Sunday during the summer 
months, with coffee/fellowship time held before wor-
ship, from 9 - 9:45. It is hoped that this time of fellow-
ship will be a lively time for everyone with lots of 
events, music and activities happening outside, at 
the front of the church, or inside like a guest speaker. 
We would like to invite you to share in this time by 
thinking of ways that you can add to the festivities 
and events. 
 
Think of this as an opportunity to breathe another exciting breath of life into Grace and 
the neighborhood around us. Show everyone what you can do to help in the ministry 
of Jesus Christ. On any given Sunday, we hope to have several activities going on at 
the same time, so don't hesitate...please join in! 
 
Kathy Scroggins and Becky Kiersky are here to help with the logistics of the events 
each Sunday. Your task is to think creatively and come up with ideas. Once you have 
an idea or two, let one of us know. Every Sunday (except July 4) is available... June 
20 - August 29th.  
 
We see this as a wonderful opportunity for Grace, but if we are to generate a truly ex-
citing environment around Sunday worship, everyone's help is needed. Please contact 
us when you generate your ideas, or if you have questions.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Blessings, 
Becky & Kathy 

June 20th 

Our first Sunday of Summer we’re going to offer “Drive-Through FREE Coffee” to the 
public between 9-9:45. We need a huge number of volunteers to carry signs, direct 
traffic in the parking lot, and—of course—make coffee and hand it out. Our band—
Grace Alive—will be playing outside and one can just sit and listen before Worship. 
We’ll need volunteers to arrive a little bit early—like 8:30 this Sunday to help us out 
since we’ve never done this before! Come and join the fun! 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
JUNE 15 for  

JULY newsletter 
 

<office@grace97330.org> 

Contact us at: 
 

Becky Kiersky 

bkiersky@hotmail.com 

or 

Kathy Scroggins 

coykathy@msn.com 

541-752-7276 

Sundays of Summer  

  Pastor Netsie Griffith & Pastor Wendell  
Hendershott  

Parish Nurse - Kay Larson & Marna Renshaw      
Director of Discipling Ministries - Donna King     

Youth Directors - Cellen Coakley &  
Todd  Weber  

Bookkeeper - Robin Heino 
Treasurer- Millie Castellano 

 Organist - Maxine King  
Director of Worship & Music - Ali Schwartz        

Custodian - Heather Willis  
Nursery - Tarah Renshaw   

Administrative Assistant - Cindy Lee,  
Jody Parker 

Grace Gatherings Editor - Kathy Scroggins  

                                                                                                               
Pastoral Counseling Center                                    
Anthony Terndrup, Director          
541-753-9217      

Campus Ministry at                     
Luther House                                           
Jim Norlie, Pastor                  
541-753-5213 

Volunteer InterfaithCaregivers    
Norma Moody                          
541-754-2555           

If you would like a visitation or to 
schedule an appointment with a 
member of the ministerial  staff, 
please call the office at 541-757-
1600. Hours are 8-4 weekdays. 
You are welcome to leave a 
message on the answering 
machine after hours at 541-757-
1600. Visit our Grace web page 
at:  www.grace97330.org                         

 
Email: office@grace97330.org   
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Attendance :  Mary Ann Brenan, Pr.Wendell Hendershott, Frank Davis, Sharon 
Rosenkoetter, Cellen Coakley, Max Power, Becky Kiersky, Pr. Netsie Griffith, Ann 
Orwick, Kathy Vohland, Todd Donner, Dave Lundahl, Ron Walsh 
Excused :  Millie Castellano 
Guests :  Deaconess Donna King, Property Committee Chairman Ron Larson 
 
Minutes of  April 12, 2010 approved. 
 
Treasurers Report approved. 
 
Pastors Reports  approved.  
 Prs. Netsie and Wendell  

· 17 of 22 staff and volunteers attended the session for safety policy 
training for youth and vulnerable adults. Initial background checks 
were funded by Grace Foundation. 

· New members  
Motion 1:  that Ione Trapp, the Stock Family and Rick Osborn be 
received into membership. Carried. 

· Jody Parker  started on Monday May 3, not May 10, providing Mon-
day office coverage 

· Sarah McKenny has accepted an offer to be our next custodian – 
starts in June. 
Motion 2:  that Sarah McKenny be hired as our next custodian.   

Carried. 
· On June 21 a handbell specialist (5 octave range!) from Idaho will 

present a concert at Grace . 
 

Grace Foundation 
Motion 3:  that Cellen Coakley be appointed as the ex officio representative 
of Grace to the Foundation board. Carried. 

· Foundation sponsoring Adult Ed classes on end of life planning. 
 
Building Renovation Task Force – Ron Larson representing 

There are a number of significant maintenance needs and a long-time-
needed unisex handicapped restroom facility that need consideration. The 
items, recommended priorities, and best cost estimates for each item, plus a 
10 % contingency was proposed to be presented to the congregation at a 
special meeting on May 23, 2010 at 12:30 pm. Further, this could be accom-
plished by refinancing the present church mortgage combined with the rental 
mortgage and some additional borrowing. 
Motion 4 :  that the congregation take out a loan for nominally $225,000 to 
refinance the church mortgage and the rental mortgage. Carried 
 
Motion 5:  that the congregation take out a loan for $227,000 for the follow-
ing maintenance projects and handicap restroom (which requires changes to 
Fireside kitchen and choir room) as prioritized below: 
  1. Ronnenkamp roof    Bid  $14,500 
 2. Flat roof     Bid  $99,000 
 3. Organ     Bid $12,500 

4. Kitchen/Handicap Bathroom   Bid $75,000 
5. Ronnenkamp furnaces   Bid  $  5,000 

      10% Contingency      $21,000 
  Total                 $227,000 
 Carried. 
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Congregational Council Meeting Minutes  

 
The combined amounts of the two motions for nominally $452,000 would be 
financed through the Mission Investment Fund, a branch of the ELCA. The 
overall monthly payment would be slightly higher than the present monthly 
mortgage payments. 
 
A letter re the May 23 congregation meeting will be sent to all members of the 
congregation on Friday May 14.   Mary Ann Brennan and Kathy Vohland will 
handle the mailing. 

 
Committee Reports    All accepted. 

· Property   Thanks for participants in the May 8th work party. 
· Finance     Pr. Netsie to request Grace Foundation for Funding of 

bookkeeper’s new computer. 
· Communications, Stewardship, Caring Ministry, Worsh ip and 

Music and Executive    No comments. 
· Discipling Ministries    Bread Bowl (10 in 10) has over 350 actions 

so far. 
· Outreach    

1. Sunday School hour presentation re Grace Center to be fa-
cilitated by Betty McCauley. 

2. Potential 2011 Mission trip – anyone interested should con-
tact Ursula Beckert. 

 
Volunteer Appreciation Picnic   June 6 Martin Luther King Park Shelter off of Wal-
nut at 12:30 pm. 

· Mixers and Music coordination – Pr. Netsie and Kathy Vohland  
· Food coordination:  Mary Ann Brenan, Frank Davis and Dave Lundahl 
· Promotion – Pr. Wendell – poster 
· Shuttle from Grace and return to Grace – Becky Kiersky 

 
Ministry Coordination    There will be a meeting of staff and lay leadership to en-
hance coordination of congregational activities one and more quarters ahead of 
schedule. This meeting is intended to be the first of many to smooth communications 
among the many hands involved in different programs. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, Ron Walsh, Secretary 
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Caring Ministry 

. 

Caring Ministry 
Kay Larson and 
Marna Renshaw 

541-757-1600 
 

 
�� You can have your 
blood pressure checked  
in the Health Ministry 
Office between services 
on the fourth Sunday of 
the month or by ap-
pointment.  �

BEWARE OF POISON OAK, POISON IVY, AND POISON SUMAC  
 All three of these plants are growing now and can cause a very unpleasant rash on 
the skin when people touch them. 
Some ways to prevent exposure: 

· Learn how to identify these plants.  

· Keep skin covered with gloves, boots, long pants and long-sleeved shirts 
when you are working outdoors.  

· Before heading outside to work, rub an over-the-counter barrier cream into 
the skin that contains the ingredient bentoquatum, which can keep irritants in 
these plants from getting into the skin.  

· Don't burn these plants.  Inhaling the smoke from it can cause serious health 
problems.  

· Don't touch any animal, person or object that could have come into contact 
with these plants, including gardening equipment or sports equipment. 

Source: American Academy of Dermatology 
 
GARDEN SAFETY 
 Spring is finally here and everyone is thinking about doing some gardening.  Gar-
dening can be good exercise and even a way to relax for some.  However, you do 
need to warm up and stretch before gardening to prevent injury.  The back, shoulders 
and knees are the most common injury sites.   
Some things you can do to prevent injury: 

· Wear gloves to protect hands and sturdy closed toe shoes to protect feet  

· Use knee pads for kneeling  

· Use proper stance and posture when using garden tools  

· Make sure you bend your knees and keep your back straight when lifting  

· Don't try to lift and twist at the same time  

· When lifting heavy objects ask for help  

· Be sure to rest when you get tired 

Gardening is a great way to enjoy God's beautiful world. 



Kid’s From “Sunday’s Cool!” 
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News from “Sundays Cool”  

Camp Lutherwood: Pray! Serve! Love!                                               
Summer registration is now open .                                                                                                                 
Check out all the summer camps at <http://www.lutherwood.org/> 
Sign up today! There are opportunities for all ages, from 1st grade on up. 1st - 3rd 
graders can go to a 3-day “mini camp”, while older grade schoolers, middle school-
ers, and high schoolers have all kinds of options for week-long camping experiences. 
Family Camp is July 23-25, and the annual Women’s Retreat is August 6-8. Camp 
Lutherwood is currently hiring for summer staff -- so if you’re college age and want to 
have a really big camp experience, check it out! 
 
Middle Schoolers — Register now for                                                                                                   

Grace Confirmation Camp at Lutherwood: July 11-16                        
Join our pastors for a great week at Confirmation Camp. It is so much fun! Scholar-
ships are available.  
 

Sharon Thornberry, “Bread for the World”                                               
June 6 th                                                                                                               
9:45 am, in Ronnenkamp Hall 
Bread for the World’s motto is, “Have Faith. End Hunger.” Come learn how faith sets 
us into action in the fight against hunger. Learn what we can do in the 2010 Offering 
of Letters to Congress and how our actions do have an effect on national policy. 
Sharon Thornberry serves on the national board of Bread for the World and will be 
here on June 6th for a first-hand account of Bread for the World’s ministry. Sponsored 
by the Bread Bowl “10 in 10” project team. 
 

Grace Center Video Premier                                                                                                   
June 13 th                                                                                                                                                    
9:45 am, in Ronnenkamp Hall                                                                                                                  
The Grace Center for Adult Day Services—which began here at Grace—has a new 
professionally-produced video featuring their history and services. Come see! Hosted 
by Grace’s Outreach Team. 
 
Grace Center for Adult Day Services, the only adult day services program in Corvallis 
and surrounding area, has been serving the community since 1983. Created by a 
Grace Lutheran Church Task Force in 1982, Grace Center became an independent, 
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation in 1983, governed by a community based Board of 
Directors including physicians, nurses, gerontologists, social workers, attorneys, fi-
nance and business experts, and many other talented and dedicated volunteers. The 
Center realized a long-time dream in 2006, moving into a spacious renovated facility 
of their own, with the help of Samaritan Health Services (leasing space and providing 
much of the renovation), and donated funds from many individuals, businesses and 
foundations. This also allowed for separate programs serving those needing post-
rehabilitation services and those needing help with memory loss. The Center’s caring 
professional staff provide a therapeutic daytime program of physical, mental, and 
social activities as well as health monitoring and care management. A nutritious 
lunch and morning beverages are provided. A warm, home-like environment allows 
participants to enjoy a variety of activities in a safe and comfortable setting. 
 

“Sunday’s Cool” Celebration and Blessing of the Gar den                        
June 13 th                                                                                                          
9:45 am, in the basement                                                                                     
Every year our children and teachers plan a special celebration to mark all they’ve 
learned and done, and to thank all the teachers and parents who’ve taught them to  
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News from “Sunday’s Cool!” continued  

love God. They’d love to have you come celebrate with them — everyone’s invited! 
This year we’ll bless the new garden, and, if you’re brave, they’ll let you see the 
worms, too!  

 
Graduate Recognition Sunday                                                                                                  
June 13 th                                                                                                                                               
Reception at Noon, in the Fireside Room                                                                                         
Do you know someone who’s graduating from High School, Trade School, College, 
Tech School, etc? We need their names & info for our annual graduate recognition 
Sunday, June 13th. Grads can be members of Grace, people who grew up here, 
grandkids, OSU students who visit, etc -- whoever is connected to this community in 
any way. Please send names (along with as much info as you know of school, major, 
future plans, etc) to office@grace97330.org or donnak@grace97330.org no later than 
June 6th. Thanks! 
 

Great Opportunities!                                                                                                         
Do you like kids?                                                                                                                            
Teachers, Mentors, Skill & Creativity Guides Needed                                                                        
Remember those people who loved you and showed you the way, told you how much 
God loves you? Now’s your chance to make a life-time of difference in someone else’s 
life! Our dreams are to expand Sunday School next year by adding a preschool class, 
and a 5th-6th grade group. You can volunteer for a year, or to share special skills once 
in a while. Grace’s great continuing teachers will help you get on board, so you won’t 
have to do it all alone, and you can begin “willing to learn.”  The kids need men and 
women as role models in faith, so join our creative, active, 21st Century kid-friendly 
ministry at Grace — come help our Sunday School thrive and grow! Please contact 
Deaconess Donna King, director of discipling ministries, 757-1600 or                       
donnak@grace97330.org  There are many ways to serve, and you’ll have great col-
leagues, so let’s talk! 
 
 
 

Yum! Yum! 
It’s good 

pizza! 
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Registration is now open for Grace’s annual Day Camp! Tell 
your friends! Volunteer! Bring the neighbors, grandkids, nieces & 
nephews, cousins. Sign up now for this exciting summer pro-
gram filled with active and fun learning for grade school age 
kids. Kids will experience making things, playing games, explor-
ing the Bible, making new friends, discovering nature, laughing 
at the daily puppet shows, singing crazy songs, and lots more. 
We even feature a special one-day bus trip to Camp Luther-
wood, where they will get to hike and play and pray in a great 
outdoor setting. Counselors for the week are from Camp Luther-
wood, and our own youth and adult volunteers help. For more 
info, contact Shelly Lundahl, Camp Coordinator, or leave a mes-
sage at 757-1600. 

Grace Summer Day Camp for Kids 


